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President Biden didn’t mind offend-
ing our Canadian allies when he shut
down the Keystone XL Pipeline.
Months later, he gave Vladimir Putin
the green 1light to build the Nord
Stream 2 Pipeline, and we just heard
Senator CRUZ talking about that.

Remember, this pipeline is a geo-
political weapon that Putin is going to
use to hold our European allies hos-
tage—hostage for money and hostage
for energy.

President Duda in Poland, he said re-
cently the Nord Stream 2 giveaway is
“grounds for reflection on relations
with the United States.”

France was so offended with Presi-
dent Biden, at one point they recalled
their ambassador. Never happened in
American history. Go back all the way
to the 1700s. France is a nuclear power.
It is one of our closest allies.

This is Presidential incompetence on
an unprecedented scale. Our allies see
the incompetence. Our enemies not
only see it, they can smell it. China
has said so publicly that Afghanistan
shows Americans cannot defend our al-
lies anymore.

Now China is threatening Taiwan and
building more than 200 missile silos.
Iran has accelerated its nuclear pro-
gram. According to Israel, Iran is only
a few weeks away from having enough
material to build a nuclear weapon.

And on the 20th anniversary of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, American troops in
Iraq were attacked.

Russia is preparing to test a nuclear
cruise missile near the Arctic Circle.

North Korea is expanding uranium
enrichment; and just days after Amer-
ica withdrew from Afghanistan, North
Korea tested two ballistic missiles.

In every area and region of the world,
our Nation—America’s interests are in
retreat. Our enemies are on the march.
America has grown weaker under Joe
Biden; our enemies have grown strong-
er under Joe Biden.

Because of President Biden’s incom-
petence, mismanagement, and weak-
ness, we are all, as citizens of this
country, less safe.

When I think of the last 8 months, I
am reminded of something that former
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
said. And, remember, he was Secretary
of Defense under President Obama.

He said: ‘“‘Joe Biden has been wrong
on nearly every major foreign policy
and national security issue of the past
four decades.”

Forty years of being wrong on nearly
every major foreign policy and na-
tional security issue. At the time he
said that, it had been four decades.
Now Joe Biden is President of the
United States, and it is five decades.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
CHINA

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, last
week, President Biden went to the
United Nations and he announced his
capitulation to the Chinese Communist
Party. The message was clear from
what he did—and did not—say.

In Joe Biden’s 30-minute-long mono-
logue on the state of the world, he
never once even said the name of the
world’s greatest threat to peace, sta-
bility, and democracy: China. He never
said it once. He refused to even say the
word ‘‘China.” Nor did he mention
Tibet, Hong Kong, Taiwan, or prac-
tically any of the victims of Chinese
communist aggression.

Now, President Biden did mention
the ‘‘targeting and oppression’ of mi-
norities in Xinjiang Province in Chi-
na’s northwest, yet he left mysteri-
ously vague who was responsible for all
that targeting and oppression. He
blithely lumped Xinjiang with other
abuses around the world as if it was
just one area of deep concern among
many.

But the concentration camps in
Xinjiang are not just another problem.
They are proof of the most systematic
genocide and ethnic cleansing cam-
paign occurring in the world today,
perpetrated by one of the most ad-
vanced and powerful regimes on Earth,
personally approved by the Chinese
Communist leader Xi Jinping. Leaked
documents make it clear that Chair-
man Xi is responsible for this campaign
of genocide and ethnic cleansing.

Let me explain how brutal it is. The
Chinese Communist Party are steri-
lizing women in Xinjiang Province so
they cannot procreate and create more
of their ethnic minority. If they can’t
do that, then they are being brutally
raped by Han Chinese men. That is
what is happening in Xinjiang Prov-
ince, in addition to the internment of
millions of religious and ethnic minori-
ties. It is not just your run-of-the-mill
targeting and oppression.

President Biden also referred to
China implicitly—because he didn’t say
the word—on another occasion in his
speech when he said that the United
States is ‘‘not seeking a new Cold
War.”

Of course, we are not seeking a war
of any kind, cold or hot. That is the
last thing that the United States would
ever want. But, still, that is an aston-
ishing assertion, because whether we
seek it or not, China has been waging a
Cold War on America and our workers
and our factories and our militaries
and our way of life for decades. The
only question is whether we will win or
lose. Under President Biden, we are los-
ing.

A strong leader—a competent lead-
er—would seek to win this Cold War
thrust upon the United States in the
manner of those who went before us
facing enemies like Nazi Germany, Im-
perial Japan, and Soviet Russia. In-
stead, in the manner of appeasers the
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world over, President Biden hopes to
make peace with China by indulging its
aggression and refusing to even say his
name.

Now, if you think this is restoring
some norm of longstanding providence,
that you don’t go to the United Na-
tions General Assembly and speak the
name of your adversaries who are com-
mitting acts of naked aggression and
crimes against humanity, I would point
out that Barack Obama repeatedly—re-
peatedly—-called out Russia by name in
2014 for its invasion of UKkraine, and
let’s just say that President Obama
was not exactly a Cold warrior.

Now as a result, Chairman Xi is
issuing imperious orders, and the Biden
administration is rushing to fill them
like a short-order cook at a diner on
Saturday morning. Early in his admin-
istration, President Biden lifted re-
strictions on Confucius Institutes,
which are little more than spy outposts
on our universities. He gutted Trump-
era rules protecting our electrical grid
from Chinese influence, and he shut
down a State Department investigation
into the origins of the Wuhan
coronavirus.

Then, in July, China’s Foreign Min-
ister handed two lists of new demands
to Deputy Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman, stating that the United
States must stop so-called wrongdoings
in order to get back in Beijing’s good
graces.

Similarly, when the so-called climate
czar, John Kerry, asked for China’s
help, the Communist Party responded
that it would consider polluting a little
less if the United States would shut up
about China’s campaign of genocide
and other human rights abuses.

Now any self-respecting administra-
tion that Dbelieves in American
strength, pride, and honor would have
told Chairman Xi that he is in no posi-
tion to be making such demands. In-
stead, this administration is going
down the page, ticking off boxes like
an obedient underling.

When a reporter asked John Kerry if
the administration would press China
on its horrific human rights abuses,
Kerry responded that, ‘‘life is always
full of tough choices.”

Pathetic.

Around the same time, Biden’s Com-
merce Secretary called for ‘‘robust
commercial engagement’ and to ‘‘miti-
gate any potential tensions” between
United States and China. She even
promised to bring delegations of U.S.
business leaders to China to pad the
Communist bottom line even further.

She calls to mind what is attributed
to Lenin: that capitalists will sell Com-
munists the rope they will use to hang
us all.

Pathetic.

Over the weekend, in his most recent
act of pathetic weakness, the Biden De-
partment of Justice surrendered
Huawei’s criminal CFO and princess,
Meng Wanzhou, without punishing her
for evading U.S. sanctions. She re-
ceived a hero’s welcome when her plane
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touched down in China. And moments
after her release, China released two
innocent Canadians it had taken hos-
tage to secure Meng’s release. So Bei-
jing’s hostage-taking worked exactly
as planned. Pathetic.

All of this self-inflicted humiliation
was avoidable. The fact is that China is
in no position to deliver ultimatums to
us. It is America that ought to be mak-
ing demands to China.

Here’s a few things that would actu-
ally pave a path to true reconciliation:

First and foremost, we ought to de-
mand that China finally admit what al-
most everyone knows is certainly true:
that the coronavirus pandemic started
in a lab in Wuhan. Xi Jinping should
then give a groveling televised apology
to the world, agree to end all gain-of-
function research using deadly patho-
gens, and pay damages to his victims
around the world who have died or suf-
fered because of his regime’s incom-
petence and malevolence.

Second, we ought to demand that
China rebid the 2022 Winter Olympics
until the Chinese regime ends its eth-
nic cleansing, slave labor, mass mur-
der, mass sterilization, and systematic
rape of ethnic and religious minorities.
It is too morally tainted to host such a
prestigious event.

Third, we ought to demand that
China end its spree of intellectual
property theft. Today, China is respon-
sible for up to 80 percent—380 percent—
of intellectual property theft com-
mitted against the United States, and
is the subject of nearly half of all FBI
counterintelligence cases for economic
espionage. This theft has to stop.

Fourth, we should demand that
China renounce its imperial ambitions.
It must agree to stop the Belt and
Road Initiative, disclaim its ambition
of conquering Taiwan, abide by its
treaty obligations regarding Hong
Kong, and end its sinister and provoca-
tive military buildup.

If these conditions are met, China
will be on the path of making amends
for its many crimes. It is up to Amer-
ica to hold China accountable for these
crimes. After all, we are the global
leader, not China. We don’t require
China’s forgiveness or favor. Our con-
science is clean.

Our Nation is great. We are the Na-
tion that threw off the shackles of an
empire, settled a continent, saved the
world, and then saved it again and
again. The United States has been the
greatest enemy of tyranny the world
over. We do not cower before tyrants.
We look them in the eye and call them
by their true name and tell them what
they really are: evil.

President Biden ought to remember
that the next time he speaks to the
world on behalf of the American peo-
ple.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON ROBINSON NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Robinson nomi-
nation?
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Mr. CARDIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY), the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. SINEMA), and the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) and the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL).

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 389 Ex.]

YEAS—b53
Baldwin Heinrich Portman
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Romney
Booker Kaine Rosen
Brown Kelly Sanders
Burr King Schatz
Cantwell Klobuchar Schumer
Capito Leahy
Cardin Lujan gh@;ﬁe“
Carper Manchin mi
Casey Markey Tf}s?er
A Tillis
Collins Menendez
Coons Merkley Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murray Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden
NAYS—41
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Rounds
Blunt Hagerty Rubio
Boozman Hawley Sasse
Braun Hoeven Scott (FL)
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Scott (SC)
Cornyn Inhofe Shelby
Cotton Johnson Sullivan
Cramer Kennedy Thune
Crapo Lankford
Cruz Lee Toomey
Daines Lummis Tl.lbervﬂle
Ernst Marshall Wicker
Fischer McConnell Young
NOT VOTING—6
Feinstein Murphy Sinema
Moran Paul Stabenow

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN).

Under the previous order, the motion
to reconsider is considered made and
laid upon the table and the President
will be immediately notified of the
Senate’s actions.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Jessica Lewis,
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Political-Military Affairs).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 354.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Rohit Chopra,
of the District of Columbia, to be Di-
rector, Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection for a term of five years.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 354, Rohit
Chopra, of the District of Columbia, to be Di-
rector, Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection for a term of five years.

Charles E. Schumer, Christopher Mur-
phy, Martin Heinrich, Edward J. Mar-
key, Patty Murray, Tina Smith,
Tammy Baldwin, Sheldon Whitehouse,
Brian Schatz, Tim Kaine, Alex Padilla,
Tammy Duckworth, Richard J. Durbin,
Richard Blumenthal, Jacky Rosen,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Gary C. Peters.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 293.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Tracy Stone-
Manning, of Montana, to be Director of
the Bureau of Land Management.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
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